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What do you think? Do you have something to say?  

Something to add to our Event list? 

During stability operations, the local population must have 
confidence in the integrity and accountability of their sys-

tems of justice and governance; thus, the next Bulletin will 
focus on Rule of Law.  

Send your letter or articles for submission to PKSOI   
Publications Coordinator @ e-mail or through the 

“Contact Us” at the PKSOI Website no later than 15 
September 2010 for our next Bulletin. Provide sufficient 
contact information.  Bulletin Editor may make changes 
for format, length, and inappropriate content only and in   

coordination with original author.  

There is no suspense for submissions related to our Peace 

Keeping and Stability Operations Topic List. You may 

send your manuscript directly to the Chief, Policy and 

Knowledge Management Division (PKM), PKSOI. 

Contact us 

If you are a “blogger” and would like to check out our 
blogs related to Peace and Stability Operations please visit 
our website and make comments. You may also visit our 
Book Review section where we feature comments by the 

author and topical Subject Matter Experts. 

PKSOI Blogs                      Book Reviews 

mailto:robert.browne@conus.army.mil
https://pksoi.army.mil/
mailto:lorelei.coplen@us.army.mil
https://pksoi.army.mil/PKSOI_Blogs.cfm
http://pksoi.army.mil/PKM/publications/bookreview/Book_Review.cfm
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Former PKSOI Director COL John A. Kardos, wife Laura 

and family celebrate his 31 plus years as an Army career 

officer during his retirement ceremony on 21 May 2010. 
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A group of Mehtarlam Provincial Reconstruction Team 
civil affairs officers and village elders from a remote Eastern 

Afghanistan village conduct a shura to discuss different 
water projects and irrigation concerns. 
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The QDR lists four priority objectives for US defense 
strategy: prevail in today’s wars, prevent and deter conflict, 
prepare to defeat adversaries and succeed in a wide range 
of contingencies, and preserve and enhance the all-
volunteer force.  Civil Affairs is addressed specifically in 
the “Rebalancing the Force” section of the report, which 
deals with force planning to achieve those Priority Objec-
tives in six mission areas, one of which is “Succeed in 
counterinsurgency, stability, and counterterrorism opera-
tions”.  

  Expand civil affairs capacity.  

 Increase COIN, stability operations, and 
CT competency and capacity in general purpose 
forces.  
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The author, Mr Howard Van Vranken with Iraqi children in 
Khidr, before the village was rebuilt in the aftermath of           

Al Qaeda in Iraq attacks, March, 2008.  
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1COL Rickey Rife, Defense is From Mars, State is from Venus – Improving Com-

munications and Promoting National Security, US Army War College, 1998 

MIA in QDR: A Uni-

fying Vision for U.S. 

Land Forces 

by Nate Freier 

Introduction 

The author Mr. Howard Van Vranken then U.S. Dept. of 
State Foreign Service Officer assigned to e-PRT North Babil 

Iraq with Deputy Brigade Commander LTC (now COL) 
Roger Shuck meeting with Iraqi community leaders in al 

Mussayyib, Iraq, August, 2008. 
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sur-

vey 

http://pksoi.army.mil/PKM/publications/bulletin/volume2issue4/MIAQDR.cfm
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PKSOI Perspective 

Nation-building, Stability Operations and 

Prophylactic COIN 

05 May 2010 

by Adam Shilling, PhD, Center for Army Analysis 

http://pksoi.army.mil/PKM/publications/perspective/perspectivereview.cfm?perspectiveID=10
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MARO 
Mass Atrocity Response Op-

erations: 

A MILITARY PLANNING 

HANDBOOK 

Primary Authors: Sarah Sewall, 

Dwight Raymond, Sally Chin 

The Mass Atrocity Response 

Operations (MARO) Project 

seeks to enable the United States and the international 

community to stop genocide and mass atrocity as part of a 

broader integrated strategy by explaining key relevant 

military concepts and planning considerations. The 

MARO Project is based on the insight that the failure to 

act in the face of mass killings of civilians is not simply a 

function of political will or legal authority; the failure also 

reflects a lack of thinking about how military forces might 

respond. States and regional and international organiza-

tions must better understand and prepare for the unique 

operational and moral challenges that military forces 

would face in a MARO. 

A MARO describes a contingency operation to halt the 

widespread and systematic use of violence by state or non-

state armed groups against non-combatants. The term 

MARO is not yet enshrined in military doctrine—but it 

should be. 

 

 

 

Sally Chin, MARO Project 
Director explains the three 

major distinctions of a MARO. 

Recently retired Director of 
PKSOI, COL John Kardos 
makes the opening remarks        

Click Picture to view video 

“There is language in the 

QDR [Quadrennial Defense 

Review] that makes it clear 

that we should be prepared to 

respond to protect civilians in 

these sorts of mass atrocity 

environments. We should be 

prepared in a planning envi-

ronment, too.” 

-Janine Davidson, Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of Defense  

“Mass atrocity, like counterinsurgency, like many of 

what were for a long time considered, non-

traditional, unconventional military operations is very 

much apart of the landscape we face as a power that 

is concerned about global events.” 

-Sarah Sewall, MARO Project Founder and Faculty Director  

http://www.hks.harvard.edu/cchrp/maro/events/2010/month05/HandbookLaunchOverview.php
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/cchrp/maro/events/2010/month05/HandbookLaunchOverview.php
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/cchrp/maro/events/2010/month05/HandbookLaunchOverview.php
http://www.usip.org/newsroom/multimedia/video-gallery/planning-military-responses-mass-atrocities
http://www.usip.org/newsroom/multimedia/video-gallery/planning-military-responses-mass-atrocities
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PKSOI & Rutgers University Host Conference: 

New Armies From Old: Integrating Competing Military Forces after Civil Wars 

Aug 31-Sept 1, 2010 
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Above: Rich Smyth as he appears during his video interview. 

by Carolyn Holl 

Above: Interns pose for a picture  in front of the Ronald Reagan 

Building on their trip to D.C. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/USArmyPKSOI
http://www.youtube.com/user/USArmyPKSOI
http://www.youtube.com/user/USArmyPKSOI


 

 

 
Page 16 Volume 2, Issue 4 

Above:  PKSOI interns and ROTC    

Cadets, Tomo Takaki and          

Edward Chao  

Above :  Interns on a staff ride led by Ray Millen, PKSOI „s Security Sector Reform Analyst, to Gettysburg. Also pictured on 

the right is Karen Finkenbinder,  The “Intern Wrangler”. 2nd from left is Humphrey Fellow from Egypt Dr. Omar Elghazawi. 
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PKSOI‟s Foreign Service Officer Takes As-

signment with NATO in Afghanistan 

http://pksoi.army.mil/
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Mr. Rich Smyth (left) is awarded The Outstanding Civilian 

Service Medal by the Director of PKSOI COL Stephen T. 

Smith for exemplary service while assigned as a Political 

Advisor to PKSOI from July 2008 to July 2010. 
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What‟s New with SOLLIMS ? 

The Stability Operations Lessons Learned and Information 
Management System (SOLLIMS) is both a structured data-
base containing observations, insights and lessons, as well 
as a Knowledge Management system with a robust collec-
tion of peace and stability operations references, hand-
books, guides and assessment tools. What follows is a short 
description of new capabilities already added for FY10, due 
out for this year and the major enhances for next year. 
Come and join us as a member of the SOLLIMS Commu-
nity of Action !! 

>>>|<<< 

FY 10:  

♦ Report Builder: you can now select the format you want 
your reports to be generated in – either PDF or MS 
Word™; giving you great versatility in developing a final 
format for your SOLLIMS reports. (COMPLETE) 

 

Note the new option/select interface. 

♦ Site Search: this function allows you to search across all 

Tiers, in all repositories – not just O&Rs as before.  The capabil-
ity to add content from the Site Search to Binders and the Report 

Builder are included with this functionality.  (COMPLETE) 

 

 

♦ Export to JLLIS / MS Excel™:  this allows users to 
either work offline to develop their own reports and con-
tent or to export O&Rs to a JLLIS environment. 

 

♦ BLOG Links:  we are going to build links to the many 
excellent blogs in the PKSOI website as well as other blogs 
across the stability ops online community  

♦ Civ-Mil Training Vignettes:  an example already exists; 
we are working with the Joint Staff J-7 to develop a Tier 
1 / Tier 2 structure that contains several training vignettes 
with supporting documentation. These vignette will then be 
available for Interagency practitioners as well as the military 
community deploying to Afghanistan and/or Iraq. 

 

>>>|<<<  

What‟s up for FY11? 

 

♦ SOLLIMS LITE:  to better support our users who are 
deployed to remote, austere areas, we are developing a low 
bandwidth version of SOLLIMS.  Users will be presented 
the option to go to the most appropriate version to meet 
their situation. Content submitted from both versions will 
be included for any search. 

 

♦ Voice enabled text entry:  this capability will allow us-
ers to simply click in any text entry block and then dictate 
content..  The voice-to-text converter creates the text entry 
without the need to type.  Combined with the SOLLIMS 
LITE initiative, we can best support all remote user ops. 
( Especially useful for all you iPad™ early adopters ! ) 

 

♦ Enhanced Report Builder: we will be providing not 
only several new report “templates” that represent more 
closely business, government agency, and academia’s stan-
dard reports, but also the ability to generate user defined 
reports.  

              >>>|<<< 

 

Coming Soon – the SOLLIMS Lessons Learned 
“Sampler” – an online reference that contains lessons cap-
tured in SOLLIMS with a specific focus.  Vol 1, Issue 1 will 
focus on Protection of Civilians during Conflict Opera-
tions. We will include lessons from the Haiti disaster as well 
as some insights from the US Army’s 95th CA Bde.  You 
got to be a member to get the goods ! Register for a     
SOLLIMS account at: http://www.pksoi.org  

http://www.pksoi.org

